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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Council  Offices, 

Telephone  : Esher  62241  EsiiER. 

March,  1965 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1964  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  No.  1/65. 

This  will  be  the  last  Medical  Officer’s  report  to  be  written  in 
its  present  form  for  on  1st  April,  1965,  the  Council  assumes 
responsibility  for  Personal  Health  and  Welfare  Services  hitherto 
administered  by  the  County  Council  and  subsequent  reports  will 
cover  the  whole  range  of  these  services.  At  the  time  of  writing 
preparations  for  the  new  administration  are  far  advanced  and  I 
confidently  anticipate  that  the  more  direct  and  local  responsibility 
which  will  ensue  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Health 
Services  generally.  At  the  same  time  I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  and  the  EHvisional  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff  for  the  friendly  and  helpful  way  in  which  they 
have  always  met  requests  for  assistance  and  have  generally  co- 
ordinated the  Health  Services  in  this  and  adjoining  areas.  Esher 
will  have  the  best  of  both  worlds  in  that  it  will  remain  within  the 
general  ambit  of  the  County  Health  Services,  but  will  have  local 
responsibility  for  its  own  local  services. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  are  not  yet  available  from  the 
Registrar  General  and  I therefore  cannot  comment  in  detail.  There 
is,  however,  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will  vary  appreciably 
from  the  pattern  of  recent  years.  There  were  no  extensive  out- 
breaks of  infectious  disease  and  the  number  of  vaccinations  and 
immunisations  carried  out  can  be  regarded  as  reasonably  satis- 
factory. Continuous  effort  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  present 
level  of  acceptance  of  immunising  procedures  and  to  persuade  the 
persistent  minority  of  parents  who  do  not  take  their  children  for 
th  is  simple  protection  to  do  so. 
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The  care  of  the  elderly  in  their  own  homes  occupies  much  of 
the  time  of  the  staff  of  the  department  and  it  is  heartening  to  see 
how  much  effort  is  put  into  this  work,  often  out  of  office  hours. 
During  the  year  173  visits  were  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Nurse 
to  elderly  people.  Voluntary  work  is  also  expanding  continuously 
under  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Council 
and  it  is  noticeable  that  the  number  of  critical  situations  coming  to 
light  is  far  fewer  than  a few  years  ago.  This  is  because  closer 
supervision  is  now  given  through  visiting  and  a much  greater 
awareness  exists  of  the  importance  of  taking  preventive  action  at 
the  first  sign  of  deterioration  in  circumstances,  whether  they  be 
social  or  medical.  The  increasing  number  of  “Meals-on- Wheels” 
supplied  marks  a significant  contribution  to  the  well-being  of  the 
elderly  of  the  district.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  tireless  way  in 
which  the  ladies  of  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  British 
Red  Cross  respond  to  every  call  which  is  made  upon  them.  The 
Day  Centres  at  Molesey  and  Esher  reflect  a new  feature  of  the 
services  generally  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  centres  will  be  opened 
in  the  future. 

Another  development  has  been  the  opening  of  a Care  Centre 
for  the  Elderly  at  Esher.  This  was  made  possible  by  the 
co-operation  of  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  and  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  and  has  as  its  objective  the  prevention  of  disable- 
ment. Although  still  at  the  pilot  scheme  stage,  the  need  for  such 
centres  has  already  become  obvious  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  work 
will  expand  and  more  such  centres  become  available  in  other  parts 
of  the  District.  Disablement  with  advancing  years  is  all  too  often 
accepted  as  inevitable.  It  may  often  be  delayed  or  avoided  al- 
together if  diagnosed  at  an  early  stage  and  proper  treatment 
obtained. 


ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 
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The  incidence  of  accidents  in  the  home  followed  the  pattern 
set  last  year  and  the  numbers  do  not  vary  to  any  great  extent.  As 
stated  previously  those  most  prone  to  accident  are  the  young  and 
the  old.  The  above  figures  only  refer  to  accidents  to  which  an 
ambulance  was  called. 


SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 

Evidence  continues  to  accrue  of  the  harmful  elfects  of  heavy 
smoking  and  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  remain  at  the  high 
level  of  recent  times.  It  will  be  many  years  before  smoking  becomes 
a socially  unacceptable  habit  and  meanwhile  we  can  expect  the 
number  of  persons  dying  from  diseases  associated  with  it  to  remain 
high  and  increase. 


DEATHS  FROM  LUNG  CANCER 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Small  pox. ^Routine  surveillance  and  vaccination  of  contacts 
of  smallpox  continues  where  necessary.  The  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  carried  out  is  understandably  very  much  higher  than 
in  the  previous  year  when  there  was  a change  in  the  recommended 
age  for  vaccination  of  infants  resulting  in  postponement  of  vaccina- 
tion until  over  one  year  of  age. 

Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  584  (194) 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  36  (14) 

(Previous  year’s  figures  in  parentheses) 
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Poliomyelitis. — No  cases  were  reported  during  this  year.  The 
acceptance  rate  for  immunisation  against  this  disease  continues  to 
be  satisfactory,  particularly  among  children.  It  is  estimated  that 
75%  of  the  eligible  population  (i.e.  up  to  40  years  of  age)  in  the 
North  Central  Division  has  been  immunised. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases  of  measles  during  the  year 
was  365.  This  gives  a notification  rate  of  5*9  per  1,000  population. 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  761  children  were  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  1,578  were  given  reinforcing  doses.  No  case 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  district. 

Tuberculosis. — Sixteen  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  also  one  non-respiratory.  One  death  resulted 
from  a non-respiratory  case,  giving  a death  rate  of  0-01  per  1,000 
population  and  the  notification  rate  0*25  per  1,000. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1964 


New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ... 
5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

- 3 

2 2 

4 3 

2 

1 

— — 

1 

Totals 

6 10 

1 

— — 

1 

Intestinal  infections. — Nineteen  cases  of  dysentery  were 
notified  and  one  of  a paratyphoid  fever.  The  source  was  not 
discovered  despite  extensive  enquiries. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  three  specimens  were  examined  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  the  course  of  investigations. 

Tetanus. — Seven  hundred  and  eighty  four  children  were 
immunised  during  the  year  and  1,581  received  reinforcing  doses. 
No  cases  were  notified. 

Whooping  cough: — ^^The  number  of  cases  notified  was  twenty 
six.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  children  were  immunised  against  the 
disease  and  seven  hundred  and  eight  were  given  reinforcing  doses. 
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N on-notifiable  Information  is  received  from  Head 

Teachers  of  maintained  schools  concerning  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  which  are  not  statutorily  notifiable.  This  is 
a useful  procedure  which  is  much  appreciated.  There  were  a 
number  of  cases  of  mumps,  chickenpox,  and  German  measles. 

In  the  tables  which  follow  will  be  found  a summary  of  statistics 
relating  to  these  and  other  matters,  while  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  presents  a summary  of  the  extensive 
routine  visiting  and  sampling  which  is  carried  out  in  the  district  by 
his  staff.  Such  vigilance  continues  to  be  necessary  and  indeed  the 
routine  work  of  the  Inspectors  increases  with  each  successive  year. 

Miss  V.  Dawson,  the  Public  Health  Nurse,  who  joined  the 
staff  in  September  1947,  resigned  in  August.  She  was  intimately 
associated  during  the  latter  years  of  her  service  with  the  develop- 
ment of  Old  People’s  Welfare  work  which  has  become  such  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  Urban  District.  She  carries  with  her  our 
best  wishes  for  future  happiness  in  her  married  life  and  the  know- 
ledge that  her  work  will  be  well  remembered  by  many  of  the 
elderly  folk  with  whom  she  was  concerned.  The  vacancy  created 
by  her  resignation  was  filled  by  Miss  J.  Dunstone  to  whom  we 
extend  a welcome. 

As  this  will  be  my  last  report  perhaps  I may  be  permitted  to 
end  on  a personal  note.  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appre- 
ciation of  all  the  help  and  support  I have  been  given  by  members 
of  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  in  all  departments  during  the 
time  I have  been  privileged  to  serve  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  This  has  been  a most  pleasant  experience  for  me  and  one 
which  I value  greatly.  Although  I have  many  regrets  at  leaving 
your  service  it  is  perhaps  not  unwise  for  the  new  responsibilities  to 
be  under  the  direction  of  a new  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I send 
my  best  wishes  for  their  success. 

1 am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WESTCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,847 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1964)  62,140 

Number  of  inhabited  houses^ — end  of  1964— according  to  rate 

books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19,714 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,903,573 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1964/65  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £15,550 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : — 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births 

843 

420 

423 

Legitimate 

403 

407 

Illegitimate 

17 

16 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population- 

-13-6 

Corrected  live  birth  rate — 14-8. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still-births 

14 

7 

7 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births — 16-3. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total  live  and  still-births  ... 

857 

427 

430 

Legitimate 

409 

413 

Illegitimate 

18 

17 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 

14 

10 

4 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

Illegitimate  

— 

- 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

. . . 

16*6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

. . . 

17*28 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

00*0 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality 

9 

5 

4 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 10-7. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (under  1 week  of  age) 

8 

5 

3 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — ^9-5. 


Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births — 3-9. 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  M 
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Total  M.  F. 

Perinatal  mortality  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22  12  10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  25-6 

BIRTHS 

During  the  year  843  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  18  less 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-8  compared 
with  the  rate  of  18-4  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number  33  or 
3-9%  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  633  deaths  were  registered.  The  death  rate  was  10-5 
per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  11-3  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  10*7  per  1,000  live  births  and  compares  with 
the  rate  of  20-0  for  England  and  Wales. 


1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

1 

i! 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

4 

12 

16 

11. 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

27 

8 

35 

12. 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

17 

17 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

— 

6 

6 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

39 

35 

74 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

2 

7 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

30 

54 

84 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

63 

35 

98 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

11 

14 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

29 

61 

90 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

7 

25 

32 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

14 

10 

24 

24. 

Bronchitis 

23 

6 

29 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

3 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

"> 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

-) 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

1 

T 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

7 

4 

1 1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

16 

39 

55 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

4 

3 

7 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

- 

— 

— 

Total  285  348  633 


DEATHS.— AGE  GROUPS 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  pneumonia 

42 

9 

20 

2 

7 

i 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Dysentery  

19 

38 

2 

13 

34 

19 

Erysipelas 

8 

6 

2 

— 

6 

3 

Food  poisoning 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Measles 

...  940 

12 

1,046 

138 

800 

365 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

45 

15 

1 1 

6 

35 

28 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

20 

13 

16 

25 

15 

17 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Whooping  cough  ... 

17 

43 

29 

12 

27 

26 

NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  DURING  1964 
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January 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

9 

1 

1 

6 

20 

February 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

- 

4 

11 

March 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

- 

1 

10 

April 

— 

3 

1 

7 

- 

2 

- 

— 

! 6 

May 

— 

1 

— 

11 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

18 

June 

- 

1 

— 

16 

— 

1 

3 

— 

o 

24 

July 

— 

8 

1 

56 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

72 

August 

— 

2 

- 

16 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

19 

September 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

8 

October 

1 

3 

- 

88 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

97 

November 

— 

— 

1 

104 

— 

1 

i 

— 

1 

108 

December 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

57 

1 

19 

3 

365 

1 

28 

16 

1 

26 

460 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  at  31st 
January,  1964  was : — 

PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 

No.  on  Roll 

Claygate  Junior  School  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Claygate  Infants  ...  ...  ...  . ...  127 

Cobham  St.  Andrew’s  Junior  ...  ...  ...  279 

Cobham  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Downside  St.  Matthew’s  Primary  ...  ...  ...  70 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls  ...  . ...  196 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard,  Infants  ...  ...  145 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary  ...  ..  ...  ...  278 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s,  Junior  ...  ...  ...  220 

Long  Ditton  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Oxshott,  Royal  Kent  Primary  ...  ...  ...  260 

Thames  Ditton  Junior  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Thames  Ditton  Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede,  Junior  ...  ...  ...  335 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead,  Infants  ...  ...  281 

St.  Paul's  R.C.  Primary  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

St.  Barnabas  R.C.  Primary  ...  ...  ...  119 


Total  ...  3,709 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s  ...  ...  ..  ...  320 

Hinchley  Wood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,208 

Esher,  Wayneflete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  473 

Molesey  Boys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

Molesey  Girls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Total  ...  2,498 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 
ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 

Area  Served  Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE ; 

Miss  C.  J.  Hopgood,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygate,  (Esher  64787). 

*Miss  D.  J.  Kennerley,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygate,  (Esher  64787). 

COBHAM  : 

*Miss  R.  H.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham,  (Cobham  3264). 

*Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road,  Cobham  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Mrs.  I.  J.  Collins,  2,  Lindley  Road,  Walton-on-Thames,  (Walton  2805). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey,  (Molesey  2535). 

Miss  B.  Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey,  (Molesey  2535). 

*Mrs.  Godden  32,  Chalcott  Close,  East  Molesey,  (Molesey  4833). 

Mrs.  E.  McLean,  3,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey,  (Molesey  6608). 

DITTONS  : 

*Mi.ss  M.  Burrows,  37  Cranbrook  Drive,  Esher,  (Emberbrook  4123). 

Miss  P.  K.  Ison,  11,  Langley  Road,  Surbiton,  (Elmbridge  3027). 

Miss  D.  Power,  37,  Cranbrook  Drive,  Esher,  (Emberbrook  4123). 

OXStlOTT  ; 

*Miss  A.  Clement,  Cartref,  Danes  Hill,  O.Kshott,  (O.xshott  2758). 

THE  DITTONS  & HINCHLEY  WOOD  : 

*Covered  by  Surbiton  Nurses’  Home  21-23,  Upper  Brighton  Road,  Surbitou. 
(Elmbridge  3027)  (Superintendent  : Miss  P.  M.  Stanley). 


MIDWIVES 

HINCHLEY  WOOD  SOUTH  & CLAYGATE  : 

Miss  D.  J.  Kennerley,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygate,  (Esher  64787). 

EAST  & WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  Holdaway,  34,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey,  (Molesey  2597). 


* District  Nurse/Midwife. 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 

North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  : Village  Hall,  Church  Road  (Tel.:  Esher  62035). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  ..  ..  Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 4th  Tuesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


COBHAM  : Between  Streets  (Tel.:  Cobham  3252). 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  . . 

General  Medical 

Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

EAST  & WEST  MOLESEY  : The  Forum, 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 


Thursdays.  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays,  2nd  and  4th,  1.30  p.m.  (Toddlers) 
4th  Thursday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

West  Molesey  (Tel.:  Molesey  6464). 

Wednesdays  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays  2.30  to  4 p.m. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  to  5 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : W.V.S.  Office.  2 Hampton  Court  Parade  (Tel.:  Molesey  6708). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  - Friday  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 


ESHER  : King  George’s  Hail,  High  Street 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . 

HINCHLEY  WOOD  : St.  Christopher’s 

General  Medical  and  Maternit 
and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . 

LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall,  Thorkhill 

.Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . 

General  Medical 

Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . 


:1.:  Esher  63285). 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

3rd  Thursday  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

(net  on  telephone). 

Fridays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Last  Friday  in  each  month  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Road  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

Fridays,  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


OXSHOTT  : The  Community  Centre,  Holtwood  Road  (Oxshott  3109). 

Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 

consultation  se.ssion  . . . . 1st,  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 1st,  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  May,  1965. 

Ladii-s  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  third  Annual  Report 
showing  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  1964. 

Two  major  pieces  of  legislation  came  into  force  last  year.  The 
Housing  Act  1964  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  1963.  Comment  is  made  about  the  former  elsewhere  under  the 
heading  of  Housing.  The  latter  Act  required  the  registration  of  ail 
shops,  offices  and  workplaces  other  than  factories.  Owners  and 
proprietors  of  businesses  were  asked  by  national  advertisement  to 
register  their  premises  between  May  and  August  1964.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  some  2,000  premises  which  require 
registration  in  this  area,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  385 
registration  forms  had  been  received.  A considerable  amount  of 
work  will  have  to  be  done  to  inspect  offices,  shops,  etc,  to  see  if 
they  comply  with  the  Act  and  the  Regulations  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Labour.  This  work  was  commenced  towards  the  end 
of  1964  and  the  annual  report  required  by  the  Minister  is  set  out 
on  page  37.  This  covers  the  period  1st  May  to  31st  December. 
Detailed  comment  on  the  working  of  the  Act  and  its  general  effect 
will  be  made  next  year  when  more  experience  has  been  gained. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  was  62,140 
an  increase  of  1,130  over  the  previous  year.  The  average  number 
of  persons  per  inhabitated  house  was  3.15.  Developers  continued 
to  exert  pressure  to  build  on  every  available  plot;  in  some  cases  the 
older  type  of  house  was  demolished  to  make  way  for  smaller  houses 
and  flats. 

In  April  Mr.  J.  H.  Dolley,  the  Mortuary  Keeper  and  Disinfec- 
tor, retired  after  thirty-three  years  faithful  service  with  the  Council, 
twenty-one  years  with  this  department.  At  this  time  through  the 
kind  co-operation  of  Epsom  Hospital,  the  agreement  of  H.M. 
Coroner  Dr.  Geo.  M.  McEwan  and  the  Pathologist  Dr.  A.  Keith 
Mant,  it  was  possible  to  close  the  Mortuary  at  Thames  Ditton  and 
use  the  facilities  at  Epsom.  This  arrangement  is  a temporary  one 
pending  the  bulding  of  a new  Mortuary  at  Epsom  to  serve  several 
districts  within  the  County. 

Following  Mr.  Dolley’s  retirement  Mr.  D.  Taylor  was  appointed 
as  General  Duties  Assistant  and  his  duties  include  disinfection. 
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mosquito  control  etc.  He  also  helps  the  Pests  Control  Officer  with 
the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

I should  like  to  conclude  by  thanking  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Members  of  the  Council  and  Officers 
in  other  Departments  for  their  support  and  co-operation.  In  this 
respect  I should  like  to  thank  Dr.  P.  Westcombe  and  the  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Department;  and  to  wish  Dr.  Westcombe 
every  success  in  his  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  London  Borough  of  Sutton. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  L.  BARKER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 
ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  390 

Premises  reinspected  or  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,165 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Infectious  disease  (including  visits  by  P.H.  Nurse)  ...  ...  ...  172 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  431 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Milk  Sampling  (phosphatase)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Water  supply  or  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Factories  (powered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Factories  (non-powered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  conveniences  on  building  sites...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Ponds,  ditches,  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Petroleum  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Rats  and  mice,  etc.  (visits  by  Pests  Officer)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,453 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 
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Clean  Air  Act 

Air  Pollution  research 

Noise 

Pet  Animals  and  Animal  Boarding  Kennels 

Old  Persons  Welfare 

Radioactive  substances 

Pigeons 

Offices 

Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 
Miscellaneous 


132 

262 

157 

16 

228 

6 

16 

9 

48 
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HOUSING,  DRAINAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

Included  in  this  item  of  the  report,  in  tabulated  form,  are 
details  of  action  taken  following  inspection  or  complaint  in  respect 
of  damp  conditions,  unsatisfactory  drainage,  and  other  defects  in 
dwelling  houses. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  totally  unfit  houses  is  summarised 
under  the  section  headed  “Unfit  Houses”. 

Applications  and  certificates  given  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
are  also  tabulated  below. 

The  Clearance  Area  which  was  declared  in  respect  of  22 
dwellings  at  Ember  Reach  was  confirmed  during  the  year  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Next  year,  1965,  will  see  the  end  of  the  present  five  year 
programme  of  dealing  with  unfit  houses.  At  the  beginning,  in  1961, 
69  houses  were  included  in  the  programme;  since  that  time,  how- 
ever, other  houses  have  been  added  to  this  number,  and  as  a result, 
at  the  end  of  1964,  85  had  been  reported  to  the  Council  for 
demolishing  or  closing  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

In  the  1964  Housing  Act  the  Government  further  encouraged 
owners  to  improve  houses  lacking  in  the  fundamental  health 
facilities,  such  as  bathrooms,  by  raising  the  maximum  money  pay- 
able for  a Standard  Grant  from  £155  to  £350.  This  made  it  possible 
to  build  on  to  the  main  structure  or  convert  outhouses  into  bath- 
rooms and  claim  an  amount  equal  to  half  the  reasonable  cost  of 
the  improvement.  The  fact  that  the  period  of  time  after  payment 
of  grant  when  an  owner  may  not  dispose  of  the  property  unless  he 
pays  back  a proportion  of  the  Grant  has  been  reduced  from  10  to 
3 years,  is  a further  incentive  for  owners  to  make  application  for 
grants. 


In  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Circular  No. 
53/64  it  states  that  the  purpose  of  a part  of  the  Act  is  to  secure 
within  the  next  10  years  the  provision  of  the  “standard  amenities” 
in  older  houses  which  have  a reasonable  life  but  lack  amenities. 

It  is  felt  that  special  local  publicity  is  desirable  to  achieve 
anything  like  this  target. 

The  type  of  property  which  is  lagging  behind  in  connection 
with  improvements  are  usually  tenanted  houses,  often  those  which 
are  protected  by  the  Rent  Acts. 

In  due  course,  if  owners  of  such  premises  do  not  voluntarily 
apply  for  Improvement  Grants,  the  way  is  open  by  means  of  Part 
II  of  the  Housing  Act  1964  for  the  local  authority  to  make  com- 
pulsory Improvement  Areas  to  provide  what  is  described  in  the 
Act  as  “Standard  Amenities”.  These  amenities  are  defined  in  the 
Act  as  follows 

{a)  a fixed  bath  or  shower,  which,  subject  to  subsection  (2) 
of  this  section,  is  to  be  in  a bathroom; 

(6)  a wash-hand  basin; 

(c)  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a fixed  bath  or  shower, 
which,  if  reasonably  practicable,  is  to  be  in  a bathroom; 

{d)  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a wash-hand  basin; 

(e)  a hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  a sink; 

(/)  a water  closet;  and 

(g)  satisfactory  facilities  for  storing  food. 

This  housing  work  to  raise  living  standards  is  of  great 
importance  and  contributes  a considerable  amount  not  only  to  the 
individual  but  to  the  district  as  a whole. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  governed  by  two  statutory 
bodies,  and  is  excellent  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  Water  Com- 
panies are  constantly  sampling  the  water,  both  from  chemical  and 
bacteriological  points  of  view,  therefore  routine  sampling  by  this 
Department  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  sampling  is  carried 
out  only  when  there  is  a special  reason  for  so  doing. 

A few  complaints  were  received  from  the  Cobham  area 
regarding  chalk  particles  in  the  supply.  The  Water  Company 
stated  that  a new  softening  plant  was  under  test  and  when  the 
tests  were  completed  there  should  be  a distinct  improvement  so  far 
as  chalky  water  was  concerned.  They  also  said,  however,  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  chalk  already  in  the  mains  would  have  to  work  its 
way  out.  This  is  not  a serious  problem  and  certainly  does  not  pose 
any  health  hazard. 
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The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  two  supplies  in  the  Urban 
District  is  as  follows 

Metropolitan  Water  Board  - 0-25  parts  per  million. 
East  Surrey  Water  Company  - 0T5 

Ail  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply 
direct  to  the  houses  from  public  water  mains,  with  the  exception  of 
4 sub-standard  properties  which  are  served  by  a standpipe. 

STATISTICS 

No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1964  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1964  ...  ...  408 

No.  of  Council  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  private  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  respect  of  housing  and 

drainage  matters  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal)  in  respect  of  housing  and 

drainage  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Notices  of  Time  and  Place  for  consideration  of  condition  of  house 

Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Orders  for  demolition  of  houses  - Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  7 

Notices  requiring  information  as  to  ownership  of  premises  - Section 

170,  Housing  Act,  1957  and  Section  277  Public  Health  Act  1936  49 

Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  - Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Notices  to  drain  buildings  - Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  3 

Notices  requiring  the  paving  and  drainage  of  a yard,  etc.  - Section 

56,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

After  the  service  of  Notices,  the  following  works  were  carried 
out 

HOUSE  REPAIRS 

Chimney  stacks  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Damp  proof  course  inserted  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Doors  and  Frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  39 
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Fireplaces  and  ranges  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  and  skirtings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Roofs  - stripped  and  re-roofed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sinks  - new  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Staircases  - renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls,  external  - repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Walls  - dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Walls  - internal  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  15 

Windows  - sashes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Windows  - frames  and  sills  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Windows  sash  cords  or  glazing  putty  renewed  ...  19 

Yards  or  passages  repaired  or  resurfaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supply  pipes  and  taps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspection  chambers  - covers  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  2 

Cesspools  filled  and  houses  connected  to  sewer  ...  ...  ...  19 

Cesspools  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Surface  water  drain  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


WATER  CLOSETS 


Structures  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  or  joint  between  flush  pipe 

and  pan  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pans  - Seats  renewed  or  repaired  or  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 


UNFIT  HOUSES 

Housing  Acts  1936,  1949  and  1957 

The  work  in  the  programme  for  the  five  years  1961  - 1965 
proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1964  was  as  follows  : — 

Houses  demolished  during  1964  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  demolished  1961,  1962  and  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Houses  closed  in  1964  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  closed  in  1963  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Area  (Compulsory  Purchase)  ...  22 
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Houses  included  in  proposed  Clearance  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  where  demolition  orders  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Premises  where  undertakings  given  not  to  use  as  dwellings  ...  ...  6 

Houses  where  undertaking  given  to  bring  up  to  habitable  standard  2 

Houses  previously  unfit  brought  up  to  habitable  standard  ...  ...  3 

Houses  closed  (under  previous  programme)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

House  where  Closing  Order  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


RENT  ACT  1957  (First  Schedule) 

P./^RT  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  9 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  9 
(h)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(5)  Number  of  undert.akings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

(6)  Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Part  2 — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancel- 

lation of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  1 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant's 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 


CARAVANS 

There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  on  which  single  caravans 
are  permitted.  Two  of  the  sites  are  permanently  licensed  and  one 
annually  licensed. 

Difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  regarding 
caravans  occupied  by  gipsies  and  vagrants  who  parked  their  cara- 
vans and  vehicles  on  various  vacant  plots  throughout  the  district. 
Because  of  the  lack  of  proper  sanitation  and  water  supply,  etc., 
they  offended  against  Public  Health  laws  and  also  many  complaints 
were  received  from  residents  with  regard  to  the  appalling  amount 
of  refuse  they  deposit  around  the  sites.  The  rubbish  these  people 
leave  on  the  sites  certainly  affects  the  amenities  of  the  surrounding 
district  and  may,  in  itself,  provide  harborage  for  rodents. 
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The  persons  occupying  the  caravans  are  normally  difficult  to 
deal  with  and  the  assistance  of  the  Police  when  action  has  been 
taken  to  tow  the  caravans  away  from  various  sites,  has  been 
appreciated. 

Prohibitory  Orders  under  the  Surrey  County  Council  Act  have 
been  obtained  in  respect  of  some  sites  (not  owned  by  the  Council) 
to  enable  the  removal  of  caravans  from  the  land  to  be  legally 
carried  out.  It  was  envisaged  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  further 
Prohibitory  Orders  would  be  applied  for  to  the  Courts  in  the  forth- 
coming year  to  prevent  the  problem  recurring  on  various  sites. 
When  an  Order  is  made  and  Notices  posted  on  the  site,  any 
caravans  parked  there  may  be  removed  by  the  Council.  Alter- 
natively, providing  it  can  be  correctly  served,  a summons  may  be 
taken  out  against  the  persons  concerned. 

Necessarily,  action  against  these  caravan  dwellers  is  time  con- 
suming for  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  but  I feel  it  is  important 
that  these  unsuitable  sites  do  not  become  in  any  way  established 
or  recognised  for  use  in  this  way,  the  disadvantages  of  which  are 
very  obvious  for  all  to  see. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information,  the  inclusion  of  which  is  required  by  Circular  1/65 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  sewerage  for  the  Urban  District  as  a whole  is  reasonably 
adequate,  but  there  are  small  areas  where  the  arrangements  are  not 
satisfactory.  Mention  was  made  in  previous  annual  reports  of  a 
sewerage  scheme  to  serve  houses  in  several  roads  in  Oxshott  where 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  a source  of  frequent  nuisance  and 
complaint.  In  part  of  this  area  the  owners  have  continued  with 
their  negotiations  with  their  lessees  for  the  sewering  of  the  area, 
but  so  far  without  meeting  with  success.  In  the  other  part  the 
Council’s  Officers  have  successfully  concluded  negotiations  with 
some  30  property  owners  and  as  a result  this  scheme  has  now 
been  practically  completed,  and  a number  of  houses  have  been 
connected  to  the  new  sewer,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder  of 
the  residents  will  have  their  respective  properties  connected  thereto 
at  an  early  date. 

There  is  another  area  in  Esher  at  the  present  time  served  by 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  give  rise  to  nuisance,  and  is  in 
my  opinion  in  need  of  sewering.  The  matter  has  been  considered 
by  the  Council  on  several  occasions  and  negotiations  recently  have 
been  reopened  with  the  property  owners  concerned  in  an  endeavour 
to  reach  an  agreement  on  the  laying  of  a suitable  sewer  which  the 
Council  would  be  prepared  to  put  in  hand  by  Agreement. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  has  agreed  to  a scheme  for  the 
abandonment  of  the  Cobham  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  which  are 
now  completely  inadequate  and  out  of  date,  and  its  conversion  into 
a pumping  station  to  pump  the  sewage  to  the  Esher  Sewage 
Purification  Works  for  treatment,  involving  alterations  and  exten- 
sion to  such  works  to  deal  with  the  flows  from  Esher,  Molesey  and 
Cobham,  estimated  cost  of  which  is  likely  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of 
three  quarters  of  a million  pounds,  and  it  is  expected  that  an 
application  for  loan  sanction  will  be  submitted  early  in  1965.  The 
scheme  will,  of  course,  have  regard  to  the  growth  of  the  population 
which  is  continuing,  and  will  provide  proper  measures  for  sludge 
disposal. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

FOOD  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  187  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  The  articles  are  listed  below.  This  number 
of  samples  was  an  average  of  3 per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population.  Of  the  samples  submitted  14  were  reported  upon 


adversely,  and  this  represented 

Alka-Seltzer  tablets 
Antipasto 
Anchovy  essence 
Baby  food,  Swiss 
Bazzanese  paste,  All’uvo 
Beef  extract 
Beef,  stock 

Biscuits,  Langue  de  Chat 

Biscuits,  Puppodums 

Biscuits,  sweetmeal  digestive 

Blackcurrant  health  drink 

Blackcurrant  Vit.  C.  health  drink 

Brandy 

Butter 

Butter,  peanut 

Cake  covering,  milk  chocolate  flavou 
Cake  decorations 
Cake  fruit  mixture 
Cake  mixture,  chocolate 
Cereal,  fruit  flavoured  loops 
Cheese,  Parmesan  grated 
Cheese  spread 
Champagne,  Perry  and  Gin 
Chicken  bouillon 
Chocolate,  drinking 
Chocolate  liqueurs 
Chocolate  polka  dots 
Chocolate  sponge  mixture 
Chop  suey 
Chutney,  fruit 
Chutney.  Indian 
Chutney,  mango 
Cinnamon  powder,  artificial 
Coconut  extract 


7*5  per  cent  of  the  total  number. 

Coconut  sprinkles 
Coconut  sweetened 
Confectionery,  flour 
Confectionery,  sugar 
Coffee  and  chicory  essence 
Cordial,  ginger 
Cream,  double 
Cream,  Jersey 

Creme  de  menthe,  Turkish  delight 
Curry  mixture,  LeKaRi 
Custard  powder 
Dates,  chocolate  coated 
Dressing,  blue  cheese 
Dressing,  Casino  French 
Dressing,  French  Lady 
■ Dressing,  Italian 

Dressing  mixture,  cheese  garlic  salad 

Dressing  Roquefort 

Dressing,  Russian 

Drops,  Abidec 

Fat,  cooking 

Flour,  self  raising 

Food  colour,  blue 

Food  colour,  violet 

Food  colour,  yellow 

Fruti-fort 

Garlic,  Olive  dip.  mixture 
Garlic  powder 

Gelatine,  low  setting  strength 
Gin 

Ginger,  crystalizcd 
Green  Chillies 
Ground  D'haniya 
Hermesetas 
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Herbs,  mixed 

Herring  tidbits  in  wine  sauce 
Honey,  Mexican 
Honegar 

Horseradish,  creamed 

Ice-cream 

Ice  tops 

Jam,  gooseberry 
Jelly 

Jelly,  granulated  aspic 

Jelly,  mint 

Lard 

Lemon  juice,  Vit,  C.  (pure) 

Lychees  in  syrup 

Mango  Kasoondi 

Margarine 

Meat,  minced 

Meat  tenderiser 

Milk 

Milk,  Channel  Islands 
Milk,  non-fat,  instant 
Mince,  lean 
Mince,  veal  and  pork 
Mints,  After  Dinner 
Moutarde,  Florida 
Mucron 

Mustard,  French 
Oatmeal,  medium  cut 
Oil,  ground  nut 
Oil,  Sunflo 
Pate  de  foie 
Paste  tomato 
Peel,  cut  mixed 
Peppers,  hot  cherry 
Pepper,  white  ground 
Pickle,  Ideal 
Pickle,  spice 
Pineapple  pie  filling 
Phenobarbitone  spanules 
Pork  pie 

Potatoes,  mashed  instant 

Prunes,  pitted 

Prune  juice 

Prawn,  curry  and  rice 

Pudding,  Christmas 

Pumpernickel 


Rarebit,  Welsh,  instant 
Relish,  horseradish 
Relish,  hot  dog 
Rice 

Rice,  whole 

Rice,  milk  pudding  sweetened 
Rice  pudding,  creamed  milk 
Risotto  with  onion,  ham  and 
mushrooms 
Rum 

Sage  and  onion  stuffing 
Salt,  iodised 

Salmon  spread  with  butter 

Sandwich  spread 

Savoroni 

Sauce,  mint 

Sauce,  Pollsugo 

Sauce,  Soy 

Sauce,  Tartare 

Sausages,  pork 

Scotch  beef  dinner 

Sea  food  dressing 

Slima  soup,  mushroom 

Smoked  salmon  mayonnaise 

Spices,  mixed 

Sponge  pudding  with  jam 

Spinach  leaf 

Soup,  meat 

Soup  nuts 

Sugar  stars 

Sugaro  with  meat 

Sweet  corn,  whole  kernel 

Swiss  pate  truffles 

Strawberries  in  syrup 

Syrup,  Hersleys 

Tablets,  Panadol 

Tea 

Turtle  soup  tablets 
Vanilla  flavouring 
Vinegar,  wine 
Vitamin  tonic,  family 
Water  chestnuts 
Whisky,  Scotch 
Yeast-vite 
Yoghourt 
Yogurt,  low  fat 


Details  of  the  samples  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Public 
Analyst : 


Sample  No. 
and  Description 

47  (Informal) 
Italian 
Dressing 


I rre  pillar  ity 

The  vinegar  content  was  not 
described  on  the  label  by  its 
specific  name. 


Action  taken  or 
result 

The  manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label  to 
comply  with  the  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order  1953. 


48  (Informal) 
Casino 
French 
Dressing 


The  vinegar  content  was 
not  described  on  the  label 
by  its  specific  name. 


The  manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label  to 
comply  with  the  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order,  1953. 
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Sample  No.  Action  taken  or 


and  Description 

Irregularity 

result 

50  (Informal) 
Roquefort 
Dressing 

Contained  no  egg  or  egg 
yolk  and  did  not  conform  to 
the  standard  for  Salad 
Cream  or  other  salad  dress- 
ing. 

Rather  than  alter  the 
recipe,  the  manufacturer 
agreed  to  amend  the 
label,  thus  distinguishing 
this  product  from  a salad 
dressing. 

52  (Informal) 
Russian 
Dressing 

Contained  no  egg  or  egg 
yolk  and  did  not  conform 
to  the  standard  for  salad 
cream  or  other  salad  dress- 
ing. 

Rather  than  alter  the 
recipe,  the  manufacturer 
agreed  to  amend  the 
label,  thus  distinguishing 
this  product  from  a salad 
dressing. 

57  (Informal) 
French  Lady 
Dressing 

The  vinegar  content  was  not 
described  on  the  label  by  its 
specific  name. 

The  manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label. 

79  (Informal) 
Cheese 

Garlic 

Salad 

Dressing 

Mixture 

Contained  no  egg  and  did 
not  conform  with  the  stan- 
dard of  composition  for 
Salad  Cream  and  Mayon- 
naise. 

The  Importers  agreed  to 
amend  the  label  so  that 
this  product  is  distin- 
guished from  that  of  a 
Salad  Cream  or  Mayon- 
naise. 

85  (Informal) 
Hot  Cherry 
Peppers 

The  vinegar  content  was  not 
described  on  the  label  by  its 
specific  name. 

Negotiations  still  in  pro- 
gress with  overseas 

manufacturer. 

87  (Informal) 
Antipasto 

The  ingredients  were  not 
specified  on  the  label  in 
accordance  with  the  Label- 
ling of  Food  Order  1953. 

The  Manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label. 

88  (Informal) 
Indian 
Chutney 

Contained  1T%  of  added 
salt,  not  declared  on  the 
label. 

The  Manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label. 

91  (Informal) 
Pollisugo 
Sauce 

The  generic  term  “veget- 
ables” was  used  on  the  label 
instead  of  a specific  name 
for  each  vegetable. 

The  Manufacturer  altered 
the  label  satisfactorily. 

97  (Informal) 
Sauce 

Tar  tare 

The  vinegar  content  was  not 
described  on  the  label  by  its 
specific  name. 

The  Manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label. 

111  (Informal) 
Jelly, 
Raspberry 

There  was  no  legible  state- 
ment of  ingredients  on  the 
label. 

The  Manufacturer  agreed 
to  amend  the  label. 

14]  (Informal) 
Green 

Chillies 

The  vinegar  content  was  not 
described  on  the  label  by  its 
specific  name. 

Stock  withdrawn.  No 
further  supplies. 

148  (Informal) 
Instant 

Welsh 

Rarebit 

The  article  contained  26% 
of  rusk  which  is  16%  higher 
than  necessary. 

Old  stock.  No  further 
supplies. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  which  were  inspected  and  surrendered  from  food 


premises  in  the  district 

and  destroyed  as  being  unfit 

for  human 

consumption  : — 

lbs 

lbs. 

Beef 

14 

Pigs’  Kidneys 

4 

Beef  (Corned) 

57 

Pigs’  Melts 

32 

Fish  (Wet) 

196 

Pork 

17 

Fruit  (Fresh) 

133 

Pork  (Tinned) 

17 

Ham  (Tinned) 

26 

Rabbits 

22 

Lamb 

18 

Sheeps’  Heads 

12 

Lambs’  Livers 

10 

Sugar 

70 

Ox  Hearts  ... 

59 

Veal  (Jellied) 

18 

Bread  (Starched 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

...  90  tins 

Reduced) 

28  pkts 

Mustard 

...  28  tins 

Cereals 

96  pkts. 

Soup 

2 tins 

Frozen  Food 

1,310  pkts. 

Fruit  (Dried) 

34  pkts. 

Shrimp  Salad 

...  11  jars 

Peas 

131  pkts. 

COMPLAINTS  AND 

LEGAL 

PROCEEDINGS 

Fifty-one  articles  of  food  or  drink  complained  about  by  mem- 
bers of  the  public  were  examined  by  the  Inspectors  or  sent  for 
analysis. 

A number  of  the  complaints  were  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  some  warning  letters  were  sent.  In  respect 
of  the  following  articles  proceedings  resulted  : — 

Pork  Pie  — The  pie  was  mouldy  when  purchased.  The 
shop  which  sold  the  pie  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £10,  the 
Council  being  awarded  £3.3.0d.  costs. 

Iced  Bun  — The  bun  was  found  to  contain  an  open  safety 
pin.  The  Company  responsible  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined 
£15,  the  Council  being  awarded  £5.5.0d.  costs. 

Starch  Reduced  Bread  — The  bread  was  found  to  be  in- 
fested with  spider  beetles.  The  shop  which  sold  the  bread 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £10,  the  Council  being  awarded 
£2.2.0.  costs. 

Ham  — The  ham  contained  blowfly  larvae.  The  firm 
which  sold  the  ham  pleaded  not  guilty,  but  after  a prolonged 
hearing,  during  which  expert  witnesses  were  called  on  both 
sides,  the  Court  found  the  firm  guilty  of  the  offence  and  they 
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were  fined  £10,  the  Council  being  awarded  £7.7.0d.  costs, 
which  included  witnesses’  fees. 

Cornish  Pasty  — The  content  of  the  pasty  was  covered 
with  a mould  growth.  The  firm  which  sold  the  article 
pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £15.15.0.  the  Council  being 
awarded  £3.3.0d.  costs. 

Medium  Oatmeal  — The  oatmeal  in  a 1 lb.  bag  was 
found  to  contain  the  larvae,  webbing  and  “frass”  of  the 
Mediterranean  Flour  Moth.  The  Stores  in  question  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  sale  of  the  oatmeal  in  this  condition  and  were 
fined  £10,  the  Council  being  awarded  £2.2.0d.  costs. 

Loaf  of  Bread  — A nail  was  found  in  the  substance  of 
the  loaf.  The  Company  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £10. 
They  were  also  required  to  pay  £10.10.0d.  witnesses’  and 
advocate’s  costs  to  the  Council. 

Loaf  of  Bread  — A piece  of  mutton  cloth  (used  for 
machinery  cleaning)  was  found  in  the  substance  of  the  loaf. 
The  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  were  fined  £10,  the  Council  being 
awarded  £5.5.0d.  costs. 

Milk  — A one  pint  bottle  of  milk  contained  a large 
number  of  fragments  of  glass.  The  firm  pleaded  guilty  and 
were  fined  £50,  the  Council  being  awarded  £10.10.0d.  costs. 

Loaf  of  Bread  — A label  from  a flour  sack  was  found  in 
the  substance  of  the  loaf.  The  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  were 
fined  £3.0.0d. 

For  legal  proceedings  regarding  dirty  milk  bottles  please  see 
under  the  heading  “Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations”. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Apart  from  normal  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  a 
large  number  of  additional  visits  were  paid  during  1964  because 
of  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  in  Aberdeen. 

It  was  necessary  to  find  quickly  certain  batches  of  imported 
canned  corned  beef,  known  to  be  a carrier  of  the  infection. 

Details  and  code  numbers  appearing  on  the  tins  were  supplied 
by  the  Ministry  and  a well  drilled  exercise  was  carried  out  in  this 
district  to  ensure  that  none  of  the  supplies  were  sold. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

Under  the  1963  Regulations  the  designation  “Untreated”  has 
replaced  “Tuberculin  Tested”,  the  other  designations  “Pasteurised” 
and  “Sterilised”  remaining  the  same. 
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The  following  are  the  number  of  Dealers’  Licences  in  force 
at  the  end  of  1964  : 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised’'  ...  ...  27 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Sterilised”  ...  ...  19 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Untreated”  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 
Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  the 
phosphatase  and  methylene  blue  tests,  to  check  the  efficiency  of 
pasteurisation,  was  32.  They  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  of  sterilised  milk  sent  for  the  turbidity 
test  was  2,  and  these  were  satisfactory. 

No  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  in  1964  for  Brucella 
Abortus.  It  is  hoped  to  take  the  opportunity  in  the  near  future  of 
estimating  approximately  how  much  untreated  milk  is  sold  in  the 
district  and  at  the  same  time  to  take  samples  to  investigate  the 
presence  of  this  organism. 

Dirty  Milk  Bottles  — Legal  proceedings  were  taken  on  two 
occasions  under  the  Regulations  in  respect  of  milk  bottles  with 
foreign  matter  adhering  to  the  inside  of  the  bottles.  The  cases 
were  heard  at  the  South  West  London  Magistrates’  Court,  this 
being  the  Court  having  jurisdiction  over  the  area  in  which  the 
bottling  plant  was  situated. 

The  Dairy  Company  concerned  pleaded  guilty  on  both 
occasions  and  in  the  first  case  were  fined  £15  with  £5  costs,  and  in 
the  second  £25  and  £5  costs. 


ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  33  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Provisional 

Rate  % of  the 
total  number  ol 

samples 

grade 

samples  taken. 

27 

1 

8L82 

3 

2 

9-09 

3 

3 

9-09 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Prepacked  ice  cream  does  not  as  a rule  give  rise  to  trouble 
from  the  bacterial  point  of  view.  Attention  is  therefore  mainly 
directed  to  food  premises  which  have  their  ice  cream  in  bulk 
containers.  The  results  this  year  were  very  good. 
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THE  LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION) 

REGULATIONS,  1963 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1964. 
They  make  it  an  offence  to  sell,  or  use  as  an  ingredient  of  food 
intended  for  sale,  liquid  eggs  - that  is  eggs  broken  out  of  their 
shells,  including  canned  frozen  eggs,  unless  the  liquid  egg  is 
pasteurised  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations.  There  is  an  excep- 
tion in  respect  of  liquid  egg  which  is  removed  from  the  shell  on 
the  premises  where  the  food  is  prepared  and  is  either  used  forth- 
with or  kept  at  a temperature  not  exceeding  50  °F  (10°C)  and  used 
within  24  hours. 

A letter  was  sent  to  all  egg  producers,  bakers  and  other  users 
in  the  Esher  Urban  District,  drawing  their  attention  to  these 
Regulations. 

The  pasteurisation  of  egg  is  a very  difficult  process  to  achieve, 
needing  delicate  temperature  control  to  prevent  actual  cooking  of 
the  egg,  but  it  is  nevertheless  extremely  important  from  the  public 
health  point  of  view,  as,  in  the  past,  eggs  in  liquid  form  (particu- 
larly the  imported  product)  have  been  responsible  for  cases  of  food 
poisoning. 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  this  district.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  spot  check  samples  of  liquid  egg  to  be 
taken  from  food  premises  during  1965  to  check  on  the  efficiency  of 
pasteurisation. 


LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

Whilst  no  slaughtermen  are  employed  in  this  area,  there  was 
one  on  the  Register  who  received  a licence  for  the  year. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

MEASUREMENT  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 

A second  year  of  observations  has  been  completed  at  Molesey. 
Station  No.  2 which  was  set  up  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Thames 
Ditton,  has  now  completed  its  first  full  year. 

The  following  tables  show  average  results  for  each  month  and 
the  readings  are  given  in  micrograms  per  cubic  meter. 

The  graph  shows  the  comparison  of  measurements  at  Molesey 
and  Thames  Ditton  from  January  to  December  1964  and  as  an 
additional  comparison  over  the  same  period  the  graph  for  Molesey 
during  1963.  The  higher  levels  of  pollution  occur  when  the  weather 
is  cold  and  this  is  shown  on  the  graph  by  the  particularly  high 
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readings  in  January,  1963,  which  was  the  carry-over  of  the  cold 
winter  in  1962. 

This  rise  in  pollution  is  usually  rapid  in  cold  weather  and  is 
caused  mainly  by  the  widespread  lighting  of  domestic  fires. 


NATIONAL  SURVEY  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

MOLESEY  (1964) 


Micro  GMS/CU.M. 


Micro  GMS/CU.M. 


SMOKE 

SO2 

Monthly  Highest 
Average  Value 

Lowest 

Value 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 

Value 

Lowest 

Value 

January 

172 

362 

13 

234 

443 

50 

February 

196 

521 

27 

195 

460 

53 

March 

85 

245 

22 

158 

360 

81 

April 

36 

247 

7 

68 

380 

7 

May 

22 

40 

5 

67 

198 

7 

June 

18 

46 

5 

59 

175 

15 

July 

14 

36 

4 

36 

81 

8 

August 

17 

38 

5 

34 

74 

ALK 

September  ... 

22 

76 

2 

49 

158 

ALK 

October 

90 

211 

3 

123 

238 

9 

November  ... 

81 

324 

15 

117 

715 

15 

December  ... 

157 

568 

4 

142 

720 

17 

THAMES 

DITTON  (1964) 

January 

155 

508 

16 

223 

651 

53 

February  ... 

177 

472 

30 

200 

436 

29 

March 

69 

271 

17 

146 

369 

67 

April 

20 

92 

5 

47 

120 

13 

May 

21 

39 

5 

73 

208 

6 

June 

15 

45 

5 

61 

164 

10 

July 

14 

39 

0 

36 

113 

6 

August 

6 

9 

4 

J 

15 

ALK 

September  ... 

11 

12 

5 

37 

52 

26 

October 

70 

185 

4 

118 

250 

26 

November  ... 

74 

328 

10 

123 

754 

25 

December  ... 

140 

564 

4 

147 

550 

25 

Note  : ALK  = Alkaline,  i.e.  no  acid  present. 


JUNE 
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MICROCRAMS  PER  CUBIC  METRE 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY 
PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Annual  report  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  period 
1st  May  to  31st  December,  1964  : — 


Table  A.  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of 

Premises 

Number  of 
premises  registered 
during  the  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered  premises 
receiving  a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

98 

98 

P-etail  shops 

240 

236 

28 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

8 

8 

2 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  ... 

43 

43 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

389 

385 

32 

Table  B.  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS 
TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 58 


Table  C.  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

2,122 

Retail  shops 

1,203 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

44 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

340 

Canteens  

■ — 

Fuel  storage  depots 



TOTAL 

3,709 

TOTAL  MALES 

1,614 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

2,095 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1959 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : Part  I. 


Number 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

46 

p 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

265 

36 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

2 

1 

Total 

311 

40 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecut  ons 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 



Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  











Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 











Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total  ... 

2 

-> 

— 

1 

— 
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There  is  a nil  return  under  Part  VIII  of  the  Factory  Act 
(Sections  110  and  111),  which  deals  with  outwork. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Noise  at  night  occurred  again  from  two  factories  in  West 
Molesey,  which  had  been  the  subject  of  complaints  in  the  previous 
year.  Night  inspections  were  made,  and,  following  a report  to  the 
Council,  an  Abatement  Notice  was  served  in  one  case,  and  a warn- 
ing letter  in  the  other.  Whilst  a definite  improvement  resulted 
from  this  action,  it  was  coloured  by  the  fact  that  the  winter  period 
had,  at  that  time,  begun,  and  results  can  only  be  fully  judged  in  the 
next  summer  months  when,  unless  the  ventilation  of  the  factories  is 
properly  controlled,  windows  are  opened  allowing  the  escape  of 
an  increased  volume  of  noise.  If  large  entrance  doors  are  left  open 
more  noise  will  be  discernible. 

When  extensions  or  alterations  are  made  to  factories  in  close 
proximity  to  dwelling  houses,  it  is  very  important  that  thought  be 
given  to  the  possibility  of  nuisance  from  noise,  especially  if  night 
work  is  likely  to  be  carried  on.  In  West  Molesey,  where  the 
majority  of  factories  in  this  district  are  situated,  the  residential  area 
immediately  adjoins  the  industrial  estate,  and  dwelling  houses  are 
very  near  indeed  to  the  factories.  During  the  day,  when  normal 
daytime  background  noises  are  going  on,  such  as  road  traffic,  life 
is  quite  reasonable  in  the  houses,  although  perhaps  not  altogether 
desirable,  but  at  night,  when  background  noises  have  subsided, 
then  distance  becomes  a vital  factor  to  escape  noise  made  by 
factories  where  work  is  in  progress  whilst  other  workers  are  at 
home  trying  to  sleep. 

The  likely  effect  of  noise  must  obviously  be  an  important 
aspect  to  consider  when  any  new  factory  development  is  being 
planned. 

A complaint  investigated  about  noise  from  a factory  in 
Cobham  principally  concerned  noise  from  a compressor  in  the 
open  air;  negotiations  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A number  of  minor  noise  nuisances  were  dealt  with  satisfac- 
torily during  1964.  51  complaints  were  received  during  the  twelve 
months  under  review. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

During  1964,  84  premises  within  the  Urban  District  were 
licensed  to  store  (at  any  one  time)  213,595  gallons  of  Petroleum 
Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures.  Two  licences  were  issued  for  the 
storage  of  1 ton  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 


40 


A lot  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  to  ensure  that  safety 
measures  were  being  observed  at  petroleum  installations.  A 
number  of  disused  or  defective  old  underground  storage  tanks  were 
permanently  disposed  of  and  made  safe,  either  by  filling  with  sand 
or  concrete  slurry. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Tabulated  overleaf  are  details  of  information  required 
annually  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
During  the  year  under  review  the  total  number  of  complaints 
received  by  the  Department  was  1,000. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 

Under  Section  74  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  Local 
Authorities  are  given  the  power  to  reduce  numbers  of  pigeons  and 
other  birds  in  built-up  areas. 

Parts  of  the  district  have  been  troubled  by  feral  pigeons,  and 
some  steps  have  been  taken  to  reduce  numbers  at  strategic  spots 
in  the  area.  It  has  been  found  possible  to  help  with  the  general 
problem  in  this  way,  rather  than  do  special  treatments  for 
individuals. 

Nuisance  from  birds,  especially  along  shopping  parades,  can 
cause  serious  inconvenience  and  considerable  damage  to  stone- 
work etc.,  of  buildings.  Should  this  type  of  annoyance  reach 
serious  proportions,  the  calling  in  of  a specialist  firm  would  have 
to  be  considered. 


COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  re  miscellaneous  health  matters 

during  the  year  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Notices  requiring  steps  to  be  taken  to  remove  accumu- 
lations to  keep  land  free  from  rats  - Section  4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  ...  ...  2 


GENERAL  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


DISINFECTION 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  respect  of  rooms  or  bedding  at  4 premises. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  visits  made  in  connection  with  this  Act  chiefly  concerned 
Sunday  trading  or  half  day  closing.  All  enquiries  and  complaints 
about  these  matters  were  investigated  and  received  attention. 
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SPRAYING  OF  PONDS  AND  DITCHES 

The  routine  spraying  of  stagnant  water  with  oil  for  the  control 
of  mosquitoes  was  carried  out  as  usual. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

Inspections  were  made  during  the  swimming  season  and  water 
samples  were  taken  at  public  pools  and  at  those  used  by  schools. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  regulates  the  keeping  of  boarding  establishments  for 
animals,  and  the  main  provisions  relate  to  their  accommodation 
in  regard  to  construction,  size  of  quarters,  number  of  occupants, 
exercising  facilities,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation,  cleanliness, 
etc. 

Five  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  under  review. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  application  was  received  and  a licence  was  granted  for 
the  year  1964. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  none  registered  within  the  Urban  District. 

RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1964  taken  at 


Esher  Sewage  Purification  Works : 

Total  Rainfall 
Inches 

January 

0-65 

February 

0-87 

March 

3-25 

April 

3-39 

May 

2-13 

June 

3-87 

July 

M3 

August 

1-71 

September  ... 

0-66 

October 

Ml 

November  ... 

1-59 

December  ... 

1-52 

Total 

21-88  ins 

Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  this  is  an 
increase  of  *75  of  an  inch. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years  was  23-69 
inches. 
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